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PLEA

Constitutional Protection Statement

Recite the below statement verbatim prior to giving your written statement to an investigator:

“On (date) _________ at (time) _________ at (location) __________, I was ordered to submit this report/statement by (rank/name) __________.  I submit this report/statement at his/her order as a condition of employment.  In view of possible job forfeiture, I have no alternative but to abide by this order.

“With regard to any questions I’m not directed to answer, I reserve my right to remain silent under the FIFTH and FOURTEENTH AMENDMENTS to the U.S. CONSTITUTION and other rights prescribed by law.  I rely specifically upon the protection afforded me under the doctrines set forth in Garrity v. New Jersey 385 U.S. 493 (1967), and Spevack v. Klein, 385 U.S. 511 (1967), should these statements by used for any other purpose of whatsoever kind or description.”
You may also cut and paste it into your memo, filling in the date, location, and investigating supervisor’s rank and name as shown below:

“On MM/DD/YY at XXXX hours at __________________ I was ordered to submit this report/statement by SGT ________________.  I submit this report/statement at his/her order as a condition of employment.  In view of possible job forfeiture, I have no alternative but to abide by this order.

“With regard to any questions I’m not directed to answer, I reserve my right to remain silent under the FIFTH and FOURTEENTH AMENDMENTS to the U.S. CONSTITUTION and other rights prescribed by law.  I rely specifically upon the protection afforded me under the doctrines set forth in Garrity v. New Jersey 385 U.S. 493 (1967), and Spevack v. Klein, 385 U.S. 511 (1967), should these statements by used for any other purpose of whatsoever kind or description.”

