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We’ve hidden five serial numbers within this issue of 
Phoenix Law Enforcer. If your number is among them 

and you call (602) 246-7869 to let us know that you found 
it, you’ll win $50. If you didn’t find your number this time, 
try again in the next issue, where we’ll hide five more! 

(Excludes serial numbers listed in Retirees section.)

FIVE $50 PRIZES
GIVEAWAY #2

For so many reasons, it pays to read Phoenix Law Enforcer.

ONE $250 PRIZE
GIVEAWAY #1

Members who find the hidden           in this issue of 
Phoenix Law Enforcer, go to www.azplea.com, log in to 
the Members Only Area and register to be entered into 
a drawing for $250. You must enter by February 5, 2020, 

to be considered eligible. Telephone entries will not  
be accepted. Visit our website for more details. 

Now There Are      More Reasons Why It Pays to Read500
PHOENIX
LAWENFORCER

This issue contains TWO 
ways to win your share of $500 CASH!

This giveaway is open to PLEA members only. You must be 18 or older to win.
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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE

The new year brings about thoughts 
of goal setting, reflection on 
past accomplishments and a 
motivational push forward to 

have a better year than the previous one. 
In our profession, these simple thoughts of 
improvement come with unique challenges 
that other professions don’t have.

The law enforcement profession can 
change from one year to another regarding 
law, departmental policy, and newly elected 
political figures who guide public safety and 
how we are to perform our duties. “Roll with 
the punches,” they say. We do it, and some 
gripe all the way! Kidding aside, it can be 
difficult to adhere to change, and in the event 
the change is not completely explained, the 
new task is not easily accepted.

So what, if anything, inspires you to 
make measured improvements in your 
career? The challenges that law enforcement 
professionals face seem to be complex 
and endless, but is that the reality for the 
individual? Some will let circumstance rule 
their lives while others make no excuses 
and press on. What makes the difference 
between the two?

Personally, I find it easy to shake off my 
mistakes and plan for improvement. This is 

probably due to the number of mistakes I 
make on a daily basis. What inspires me to 
do this is knowing that mistakes and growth 
go together. It’s fine to make mistakes — 
just don’t make the same mistakes twice. 
Of course, not everyone holds that same 
attitude. We all know people who let the 
daily grind have a negative effect on them, 
and for good #8452 reason. Being subjected 
to all the negative that society can produce, 
with outlandish expectations of making 
everything right in a short time, all while 
working with morphing job duties, burnout, 
reduced staffing and a growing population 
is reason enough to be in a bad mood. It’s 
enough to make some reconsider their 
career choice. It has happened to me and, I 
would guess, to many others as well.

So, where do we draw inspiration to 
continue working in and improving this 
noble profession of ours? I don’t have an 
answer that fits everyone, but I do have a 
suggestion to consider. I think that through 
everything we deal with, we still believe in 
the service we provide to our community. 
The feeling of helping a victim of crime. 
Saving a life. Taking criminals off our streets. 
Directing a young person on a productive 
path. Providing safety and security for all. 

Inspiration for a  
New Year

”

“At PLEA,  
our inspiration 

comes from 
service to the 
membership.

MICHAEL “BRITT” LONDON 
President
mlondon@azplea.com

Stay up to date with the latest news and  
information on the PLEA website!  

AZPLEA.COM
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SandpointSandpoint
Idaho

If you are looking for a permanent 
move or a seasonal house then look 
no further than Sandpoint Idaho. 
Surrounded by outdoor recreational 
activities such as, Boating, Hiking, 
Skiing, Hunting, Golfing and much 
more, you’re bound to find 
something to enjoy! Come visit us 
and fall in love with America’s most 
beautiful small town! 

Ben Geanetta, REALTOR® 
BenjaminG@Sandpoint.com 

7BRealEstate.com 
Cell: 208-589-6290

Live Where You Play

These things mean something, personally and professionally. No 
matter that some want to produce rhetoric that leaves us thinking 
there is no support for law enforcement. It is not true. We see 
examples of support daily from our community. 

At PLEA, our inspiration comes from service to the membership. 
Last year, PLEA negotiated a beneficial contract, provided more 
opportunities for PLEA members to come together and made huge 
gains for PLEA Charities. PLEA also marked a 92% membership 
number, the highest in years. In 2020, we plan to improve service 
to the membership by striving to have every member be informed 
of the process necessary to secure better benefits and working 
conditions, as well as beneficial legislation for peace officers. We 
will have new and different membership family functions, and we 
also hope to be able to communicate a more direct message when 
dealing with political figures and situations in an effort to educate 
the membership on the very real relationship politics plays in the 
lives of law enforcement professionals. These are but a few ideas 
to increase the benefit of a PLEA membership and to expand our 
member numbers, all to improve our service to the membership.

Whatever it is that inspires you, please know that your unwavering 
dedication to our community does not go unnoticed. I hope that 
everyone has a fruitful and safe new year. If you have ideas or 
concerns, please contact us at the PLEA Office or send me an email 
at mlondon@azplea.com. PLEA
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VICE PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

“

”

TOBY SEXTON
Vice President/Grievance Chair
tsexton@azplea.com

I originally had a different topic in mind 
when I started to write this article,  
but due to some recent events, I changed 
the topic to cover what I believe  

to be an important issue occurring within 
our membership: driving while impaired/
intoxicated! I would not even be mentioning 
this if it were a one-time occurring issue, 
but it seems to be happening on a continual 
basis, and it needs to stop.

Let me start by saying that I am not 
someone who doesn’t have experience with 
DUIs. I have been with the Department 
for 29 years, and during that time, I have 
been involved with well over 1,000 DUI 
arrests. In my opinion, there is no excuse 
to drive while impaired by alcohol or drugs; 
however, there seems to be a recent trend 
where several of our members have been 
arrested for DUI. There is really no reason 
for this to happen, as there are numerous 
resources available to get home safely. You 
have Uber, Lyft, a taxi, friend/co-worker, 
family and even one of your PLEA reps to 
call, so you don’t have to drive impaired.

Not many years ago, there was a time 
when about 30 of our members had been 
processed for DUI during one year, which 
I believe is ridiculous. Back then, a new 
chief came in and implemented a very 
harsh penalty for DUI violations, and it did 
not take long for DUIs to become a rarity. 
But now, suddenly, there is an upswing of 

officers being arrested for DUI. I do not 
know why, but we as police officers should 
know better than to drive while impaired. 
DUI is a criminal offense, and we as police 
officers should not be committing crimes 
and putting the safety of the public in 
jeopardy.

Having said that, in the event you are 
arrested for DUI, we at PLEA will assist you 
through the discipline process and make 
sure you are being treated fairly. Currently, 
a DUI (not extreme or involving a collision) 
will generally get you a suspension without 
pay that is tolerable. But if the DUI is 
extreme and/or involves a collision, your 
guess is as good as mine what the discipline 
will be. These are things AZ POST can 
review and possibly suspend or revoke  
your police officer certification for. I do 
not know how much longer the Chief will 
tolerate Phoenix police officers driving 
impaired, but if this trend continues, she 
may change the current discipline structure 
for officers who are sustained for a DUI. 
Be responsible! Call a friend #7520, order a 
rideshare, use the PLEA app and hit “Safe 
Ride Home” or call a PLEA rep. You can get 
home without getting a DUI. Go out and have  
a good time, but also have a plan to get 
home. Do not be the next embarrassment 
to the Phoenix Police Department. Let’s  
put an end to drinking and driving by 
Phoenix police officers! PLEA

DUI is a criminal 
offense, and we 
as police officers 

should not be 
committing crimes 

and putting the 
safety of the public 

in jeopardy.

Pump the Brakes!

Phoenix Law Enforcement Association Is a Proud Member of
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CALLING ALL 
PHOENIX POLICE 

OFFICERS AND 
DISPATCHERS!

Are you a sworn officer or dispatcher with 15 or 

more years on the Phoenix Police Department? 

Reconnect and stay in touch by joining the 

Phoenix Police Officers and Dispatchers private 

Facebook group. To join, send a Facebook 

message to retired Detective Joyce Hubler  

or retired Officer Al Contreras.

The private Facebook group supports the  
Foundation of Retired Police Officers (FORPO). 

FORPO is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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SECRETARY’S 
MESSAGE

The past decade has been one of 
major challenges for the Phoenix 
Police Department for a multitude 
of reasons: the six-year hiring 

freeze, wage and benefit concessions and a 
former “chief of police” who, in our opinion, 
made poor decisions due to his draconian 
and totalitarian “leadership” style. While 
former Chief Joe Yahner tried to salvage the 
remains, the past three years under Chief Jeri 
Williams have also been challenging. She not 
only inherited the previous mess, but must 
deal with a city manager and a majority city 
council, which I and many others believe do 
not support the Phoenix Police Department. 

We are now at a point where those issues, 
combined with the chain of events that 
have taken place within the City of Phoenix 
and the Phoenix Police Department over 
the course of the past seven months, have 
put many of our 20-plus year officers at a 
crossroads. I believe these officers, who 
have always given 100% to the community 
we serve because they believed in what they 
were doing as cops, have been doing a lot of 
soul searching about whether it may be time 
to walk away from it all and move along.

When I played high school football, my 
team, compared to other teams in the county 
and in our league, wasn’t very successful. Some 
teams were perennial “powerhouses” with long 
histories and traditions of league, county and 
state championships. It was tough going on the 
field week after week; we had some outright 
embarrassing games in which we were shut out 
or significantly outscored. After our coaches 
chewed out our asses on the bus ride home or 
in the locker room after the game, it started 
all over again on Monday morning at school 
when our classmates blasted us. 

My father, who played football in high 
school and coached my little league team, had 
my six because he attended every game I played 
beginning with my freshman year, until my 
final game as a senior; he also would come to 
practice and scrimmages. He showed that same 

support to the team and eventually became 
involved in the booster club, so every athlete 
in the school was able to attend an annual din-
ner where they were recognized and received 
awards and varsity or junior varsity letters for 
the sport(s) they participated in.

After a dismal start to one of our seasons, 
one night before a game as I headed off to my 
room, my father approached me and wanted 
to talk. We discussed the team’s status. While 
we had some very good players and a decent 
coaching staff, he felt we needed some motiva-
tion to not give up. He handed me a clipping he 
found in his filing cabinet, saved from his days 
in the private sector as a warehouse manager 
for a can manufacturing company. It contained 
the words of former heavyweight boxing cham-
pion James “Gentleman Jim” Corbett: 

“Fight one more round. When your feet are 
so tired that you have to shuffle back to the 
center of the ring, fight one more round. When 
your arms as so tired that you can hardly lift 
your hands to come on guard, fight one more 
round. When your nose is bleeding and your 
eyes are black and you are so tired that you wish 
your opponent would crack you on the jaw 
and put you to sleep, fight one more round — 
remembering that the man who always fights 
one more round is never whipped.”

After our pregame warmups, the entire 
team gathered in a huddle prior to the open-
ing kickoff. I took the clipping out of my hip 
pad pocket and read it in my best, at the time, 
motivational voice, hoping it might provide 
that necessary encouragement to not give up 
if things took a turn for the worse as they had 
in previous games. We won that game, and I 
read it again prior to engaging some of our 
tougher opponents. That year, we managed to 
salvage a respectable season with some wins. 
Yes, it was a team effort, but I always believed 
those words were part of the effort. 

Given the current state of affairs of the 
Phoenix Police Department, I feel like I’m 
back on that football team. We have some 
very good cops and, for the most part, decent 

FRANKLIN R. MARINO
Secretary
fmarino@azplea.com

Those of us who 
are dedicated to 
our profession 

will do it because 
it’s who we are, 
and it’s why we 
became cops. 

Simply stated: It’s 
what we do.

Fight One More Round 
and Don’t Quit!

“
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leadership, but it’s obvious we don’t have the support from the city 
manager, mayor and city council. Unfortunately, there is a small 
but vocal percentage of the community (0.25%) that influences their 
decisions regarding the Department, while the other 99.75% of the 
community apparently doesn’t have issues with the Department but 
doesn’t have the ability to attend city council meetings to express 
their support. Meanwhile, the minority speaks for the majority, and 
when you combine that with anti-police media outlets who only look 
to promote negative stories about the Department to maintain sales 
and ratings, why would any of us want to go back on that “field” 
every day and face their wrath? Those of us who are dedicated #7436 
to our profession will do it because it’s who we are, and it’s why we 
became cops. Simply stated: It’s what we do.

On November 12, PLEA attended a dedication ceremony for the 
Officer Paul Rutherford Media Center at Desert Horizon Middle 
School, located at 8525 West Osborn Road, which is part of the 
Pendergast Elementary School District. Unlike the neighboring 
Cartwright School District superintendent, who filed a complaint 
against a Phoenix police officer and made it a point to speak about it 
at a city council meeting, Pendergast District Superintendent Dr. Lily 
Matos DeBlieux acknowledged her support of Officer Rutherford and 
all Phoenix police officers by dedicating to them the John Greenleaf 
Whittier poem “Don’t Quit,” which she recited during her speech.

When things go wrong as they sometimes will,

When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high,
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest if you must, but don’t you quit.
Life is strange with its twists and turns
As every one of us sometimes learns
And many a failure comes about
When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow —
You may succeed with another blow.
Success is failure turned inside out —
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,
And you never can tell just how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far;
So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit —
It’s when things seem worst that you must not quit.
Yes, there are community members who support us, and we need 

that silent majority to become more vocal and engaged with regards 
to what is happening to our city, the Phoenix Police Department 
and you, the hardworking men and women of the Phoenix Police 
Department who put their lives on the line for all members of our 
community. Fight one more round and don’t quit! 

Slow down, wear your vest, stop advising on calls and stay safe! PLEA
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TREASURER’S
REPORT

DARRELL KRIPLEAN
Treasurer
dkriplean@azplea.com

“

As you may  know, 
the Phoenix Po-
lice Department 
p a r t i c i p a t e d 

in its first-ever “No Shave 
November” this year. All 
Department employees 
(except police recruits) were 
approved to grow facial 
hair with a $50 donation 
to be split between PLEA 
Charities and the Prostate 
On-Site Project. To say it 
was a success would be an 
understatement. You all 
helped raise over $20,000 for 
these organizations. When 
we approached the Chief 
about getting December 
approved for another $50 do-
nation campaign, she didn’t 
even hesitate, considering the success of 
November. Donations from “Don’t Shave 
December” were used for our Shop With a 
Cop event and put toward PLEA Charities’ 

various programs. At the time this article 
was written in mid-December, we had raised 
over $18,000!

Thank you to all who participated. PLEA

You all helped 
raise over 

$20,000 for 
PLEA Charities 

and the 
Prostate  

On-Site Project.

No Shave November
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Continued on page 12  >>
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What is your
financial plan?
Focusing On Strategy Development 
For Individuals & Business

Guidance you can trust starts with a conversation. Planning for 
the future begins today. 

Contact me for a complimentary review.

● 457 Management
● Investments
● Retirement Planning
● Risk Management

● Financial Planning Services
● Asset Management
● Drop Strategies
● Estate Planning Strategies

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY, NY 212-314-4600, member FINRA, SIPC. Investment 
advisory products and services offered through AXA Advisors, LLC, an investment advisor registered with 
SEC. Annuity and insurance products offered through AXA Network, LLC. AXA Advisors, its af� liates and 
associates do not provide tax, accounting or legal services. AGE-133506 (02/18) (exp.02/20)

Anthony Silva, CFP® 
Vice President - AXA Advisors

Anthony.Silva@axa-advisors.com 
www.publicsafetyretirementaz.com 

Office (480) 444-3710

Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 11  >>
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While the sun had still not risen, children with smiling 
faces were arriving with their police officers for 
Shop With a Cop. The Phoenix Police Department, 
Phoenix Law Enforcement Association (PLEA) 

Charities, Arizona Probation Officers Association (AZPOA) and 
Target participated in the 9th Annual Shop With a Cop event.

This year, the children were welcomed by a miniature pony named 
Callie, the Phoenix Police DRAGG Car and Christmas music DJ’d 
by Phoenix Police Officer Jeremy Cullum. They arrived to find their 
names on Santa hats and a pancake and sausage breakfast served 
by the Capitol-Gateway Kiwanis Club. Accompanying the breakfast 
was a selection of fresh fruit donated by Willie Itule, doughnuts,  
hot chocolate and orange juice.

Children interacted with their officer while they ate breakfast 
and anticipated the arrival of Blue Santa! As they worked their way 
in front of officers, you could hear the “oohs” and “ahhs” from the 
children as the Phoenix Police Department Air Unit delivered Santa 
in the helicopter. Santa welcomed the children and stopped to take 
selfies before making his way to his seat.

Each child who visited Santa was photographed by Phoenix Police 
Officer Erik Larson and given a goody bag from Santa’s elves filled with 
delicious treats from Bimbo Bakery! After receiving their goody bag, 
they went directly in the store to start shopping with their Phoenix 
police officer. Each child was given $150 to spend, with $75 dedicated 
to clothes and $75 to toys and games. Children came prepared with 
Christmas lists for their families and were excited to pick out items 
for their loved ones.

Officers were price checking items and using the Target app 
to get better deals for the kids. It was great to see the positive 
interaction between the child and officer as they both calculated 
how much money was left to spend on items. Officers not only 
helped monitor costs and pick out gifts, but also asked the children 
about school and their goals.

The conversation continued as the kids wrapped their presents, 
participated in arts and crafts, and had cookies and milk. The DJ 
continued playing his jolly #9192 playlist and, by the end, a few 
kids were singing along.

The event would not have been possible without support from 
Target, Sunstate Equipment, PLEA Charities, Phoenix police 
officers participating in Don’t Shave December (which benefitted 
Shop With a Cop), and, of course, the Phoenix Police Department 
and AZPOA! Thank you to all who helped behind the scenes to 
coordinate the logistics to put the event together, and those who 
helped on the morning of the event. It truly takes so many to make 
this event possible. 

Thank you to Sergeant Chris Mendez for coordinating the school 
resource officers in selecting the children. A huge thank-you to 
Officer Mary Roestenberg for being the heart behind this event and 
the tremendous amount of effort and time she puts into making 
this event successful for the children.

Thank you to the officers, generous citizens and local businesses 
who made financial or in-kind donations to help with this event. 
Without each partner, we would not have been able to share the joy 
and positivity between children and police officers. PLEA

 BY CASSANDRA JARLES 
PLEA Charities Director
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Representation 
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Frankie Contreras

Chris Devers

Frank Duran

Rick Flum

Greg Gibbs

Daniel Grant

Eric Gunnels
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John Maxwell

REPRESENTATIVES

If You Have a Grievance
First: Attempt to resolve the mat-
ter informally with your supervisor.
Second: If you cannot resolve this 
with your supervisor, contact one of 
the representatives above.
Remember: There are time 
limits to initiate a written grievance.

If You Are Being Investigated
Record: All interviews once you 
have been given an NOI.
Copy: All memos or paperwork 
related to the investigation.
Truthfully: Answer all questions 
related to the investigation.

If you are called by the Professional 
Standards Bureau (PSB) or any 
police supervisor regarding 
an investigatory interview or 
interrogation, you may have 
PLEA representation during that 
interview. Call for representation 
as soon as possible. 
If you are contacted by the Special 
Investigations Detail (SID), do not 
speak with them until you have 

contacted a PLEA Board member 
for referral to a criminal attorney.
For your convenience, a PLEA 
Board member and representative 
are available 24/7.
During normal business hours, 
please contact the PLEA Office at 
(602) 246-7869. During weekends, 
holidays and after hours, contact 
the Radio Supervisor.

G N
LIVING            TRUSTS

623.262.0845

      WHETHER YOU HAVE A WILL OR NOT, 
        YOU CAN BECOME A VICTIM OF THE 
                   PERILS OF PROBATE. 
      A Will does NOT avoid probate. Probate is the legal process of 
           transferring your assets to your loved ones at your death. Probate is 
     very expensive, extremely time-consuming, and frustrating to all concerned. 
           Remember - you’re not the only one in danger. It’s time to protect yourself and 
    those you love from the perils of probate.

         We’re Generation Living Trusts. 
We’ve been serving the needs of Arizona families just like yours for more than 30 years. How? 
We’ll meet you in the privacy of your home or at work to discuss the merits of acquiring a 
Living Trust. Our fees are very affordable, our legal expertise is exceptional, and our 
customer service commitment to you and your loved ones is second to none.

        We can help. Call today.
When bad things happen to good people, families are often not prepared. We 
welcome the chance to help prepare you and your loved ones, and to address the 
estate planning needs of PLEA, its officers and support staff, and their families.
We’re excited to help protect those who protect us. When can we get started?

           Protecting you from generation to generation
                          www.generationlivingtrusts.com

 

  AVOID 
            the PERILS 
of PROBATE
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2020 PLEA Board Elections

PLEA Board election petitions will be available on March 1.

Candidates interested in running for the four trustee positions, secretary or treasurer 
must meet the criteria set forth in Article IV of the PLEA Bylaws. 

Election petitions will be due in the PLEA Office no later than 
4:30 p.m. on Friday, May 1. By mid-May, candidates must submit 
to the Election Committee a photo and election statement of no 
more than 500 words for electronic publication. Ballots will be 
electronically distributed on Wednesday, July 1, and voting will 
end on Tuesday, July 7. On Wednesday, July 8, ballots will be 
counted and election results will be announced. 

The new PLEA Board members will take office on September 1.
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The Deuce” was the area from Van 
Buren Street to Jackson Street, 
Central Avenue to 7th Street. 
It consisted of old flophouse 

hotels, cathouses and businesses like the 
Busy Bee Café, where many officers went 
for lunch and dinner. The businesses were 
mostly old two- and three-story buildings.

The infamous Paris Alley was located 
between Jefferson Street and Washington 
Street, approximately in the area of 2nd 
Street. Paris Alley was shaped like a “T.” 
Some of the more popular area business-
es were Open Door Liquors and Rosita’s 
Mexican Food. These businesses all had 
alleys behind them, which were used for 
backdoor entrances, merchandise loading 
and unloading, and trash storage. It was 
not unusual back then for all the downtown 
alleys to have names, such as “French Alley” 
and “Gold Alley.” Everyone seems to know 
Paris Alley because of its location and all the 
very active businesses in the area. 

Paris Alley is where the very last operable 
Phoenix P.D. call box was located. Call boxes 
were used for officers to phone headquarters, 
since early police car radios had one-way 
communication and could only receive calls. 
Also, portable police radios didn’t exist yet, 
so when walking beat officers were needed, 
a light lit up on police headquarters and 
signaled officers to call in right away. The 
key to the call box looked very similar to 
the current traffic box key. This same call box is now on display at 
the Phoenix Police Museum.

The Deuce was filled with half a dozen or more old, worn-out flop-
houses. There were no doors on the rooms, and each room contained 
about six to eight cots or sometimes just mattresses. The rooms were 
very inexpensive, and on a weekend, all spaces were taken.

On Friday and Saturday nights during harvest season, buses 
would bring in field workers to downtown Phoenix. The buses 

would unload and park on the streets, 
waiting to carry the laborers back out to 
the fields and orchards.

The downtown population would 
increase by the thousands during these 
weekends. Those arriving on the buses were 
mostly hardworking and hard-drinking 
Mexican males. The majority of arrests 
were for drunk and disorderly (D&D), va-
grancy, loitering and disturbing the peace. 
Any annoying activity would fall into one of 
these charges. For most of those old-timers, 
those early experiences would leave some 
humorous stories to tell. Here’s a few:

Drunk and Disorderly, As Told 
to Me by Dick Bequette

One day, while working in the Deuce, 
Dick Bequette and Gene Boughner arrested 
16 people in the first part of their shift. They 
put every prisoner inside the paddy wagon, 
which was built to hold eight to 10 people. 

After filling the wagon, they 
drove to the station and backed 
down the “chute” to get them 
into the jail. They initially un-
loaded half of the prisoners and 
quickly booked them into the 
jail. This took approximately 
30 to 45 minutes to accomplish, 
and they returned to the wag-
on, gathered up the other eight 
prisoners and took them up to 
the jail to be booked.

Sergeant Gus Oviedo Sr. was 
the desk sergeant that night. 
He was quite upset, madly 

complaining this was too many prisoners to be booking at once.  
He definitely did not think it was as funny as Dick and Gene thought 
it was. Dick and Gene had handled so many filthy, stinking prisoners 
that night, they insisted on using the untouchable “green soap”  
to clean up afterward. This soap was an antiseptic hospital soap 
and quite expensive, but after searching all those prisoners, they 
wanted to clean up properly. The jail matron agreed and gave them 
the soap, despite the objections of Sergeant Oviedo. They left the  

By Ed Reynolds 
Detective (ret.) 
Historian, Phoenix Police Museum

Paris Alley and “the Deuce”
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jail and decided to have lunch before hitting the street again. After 
an enjoyable lunch at the Busy Bee Café, they hit the street and 
quickly arrested 16 more people and arrived at the chute again, 
just hours after the previous 16 arrests. Sergeant Oviedo had a 
conniption fit over their antics. The complaint he wrote up led  
to a new policy that no more than eight prisoners could be carried 
in a wagon at one time.

Self-Service Booking, As Told to Me by  
Dick Bequette

I remember back in the 1980s and early 1990s, an officer could 
make an arrest, have the booking paperwork done and the prisoner 
in the wagon in about 30 minutes. After becoming a detective in 
the l990s and seeing the paperwork increase and the booking pro-
cedures go crazy, I would rub it in to young patrolmen about how 
easy we had it “back in the day.” But never did I ever see anything 
like what Dick Bequette said he did back in the 1960s. He remembers 
a night when he and Gene Boughner were on Washington Street 
arresting a guy and doing the paperwork when a hot call came out 
of a knife fight at 1st Street and Jackson, which was close by. Gene 
told Dick to just leave their prisoner, essentially letting him off the 
hook, and get going. Dick couldn’t fathom letting this guy walk, 
especially since the paperwork was now complete. Instead, he put 
the paperwork in the man’s shirt pocket and told him to stand in 
the street and flag down the next police paddy wagon he saw. He 
was then supposed to hand the paperwork over to the officer and 
have the officer take him to jail. After the knife fight call was over, 
Dick and Gene learned that the prisoner had done just as he was 
told and was safely booked into jail, courtesy of Wagon 91.

Dead Man’s Bed, As Told to Me by Andy Ohms
Beat #1 in Downtown Phoenix went from the the Deuce to approx-

imately 16th Street. Most of the time, Andy Ohms’ work would keep 
him in the Deuce. Because of his prior experience as an officer back 
east, Andy went solo quickly and it was obvious he knew what he 

was doing. Andy would work 
the beat in either a 1948 or 
’49 Ford police car or on foot.  
If there was something happen-
ing at the Orpheum Theatre, 
Andy would be on foot patrol; 
if it was slow, he’d be in his car, 
which had a stick shift and no 
air conditioning. 

One of Andy’s first calls in-
volved a woman who worked 
at a business in the Deuce. 
When she arrived for work one 
evening, she parked her car in 
the infamous Paris Alley. While 
parking her car, she managed 
to accidently run over a “Deuce 
bum” who was using the asphalt 
for a mattress. When Andy ar-
rived, he found the car parked 
on top of the man, who was 
obviously deceased.

The Old City Jail and the Paddy Wagon 
Anyone who worked around Andy knows him for his reputation as 

the sergeant who cleaned up the jail. But before that ever happened, 
Andy worked in Paris Alley, which was the busiest area in Beat #1. 
Most of the calls here involved drunks. There were the occasional 
shootings, but most arrests were for drunk and disorderly. If a “Deuce 
bum” was caught with liquor or he was drunk, he would be taken to 
the city jail. The jail was located at police headquarters at 120 South 
2nd Ave., which now houses the Phoenix Police Museum. The jail 
was sometimes a difficult place to bring a drunk and disorderly 

Continued on page 20  >>
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prisoner, because of the infamous jail elevator. If your prisoner was 
a fighter, you would certainly have a problem getting him into and 
out of the dark elevator. Andy had many a fighter in that elevator, 
especially when he worked the paddy wagon. After working Beat #1, 
Andy was assigned to the paddy wagon. Most of the work consisted 
of finding drunks (usually near liquor stores), throwing them into 
the paddy wagon and hauling a wagon load to jail. 

Andy remembers piling six or seven prisoners into the back of 
that old paddy wagon. The paperwork to book somebody for drunk 
and disorderly took about 10 to 15 minutes to complete — just a 
booking slip, and no report. Andy could squeeze all six or seven 
prisoners into the elevator at one time. When the doors opened, 
he thanked God for no riot. Some would have to sit on benches 
and others on the floor while being processed. Then, the jail guard 
would put them in a cell. Andy worked the paddy wagon for six to 
eight months and returned to a beat in the Deuce.

Sonny Chiago, “King of the Deuce,” As Told by  
Les Matlock 

In the late 1970s or early 1980s, “The King of the Deuce” was 
Sonny Chiago. He was wheelchair bound, always drunk and had a 
colostomy bag. Sonny was famous (or is it infamous?) for squirting 
the contents of the bag at anyone who might piss him off, or just for 
his own sheer pleasure, as he thought it was funny as hell. One hot 
summer afternoon, Sonny had fallen out of the chair and was lying 
on the sidewalk in front of Farmers Liquors, between Central and 1st 
Street on Madison Street. There was almost a full squad of walking 
beat officers standing around trying to decide how to take care of this 
without being the victim of Sonny’s bag. Every time one of us neared 
him — well, you get the picture. After some time, a very well-known 
lieutenant showed up. This particular lieutenant was known for his 
spotless uniform, every hair in place, brass polished to a blinding 
gleam every day and almost always manicured nails.

Anyway, we all knew what was coming. This lieutenant was 
new to the area and did not know the charming Mr. Chiago. The 
lieutenant began barking orders about getting Sonny up and out of 
sight of the citizens. There was some hesitation, and the lieutenant 
repeated his commands. When a very senior officer began to try 
and explain things to the lieutenant, he quickly interrupted and 
repeated his commands. Well, Sonny was drunk. Sonny was always 
drunk, but he did understand what was going on. Before anyone 

could say anything (I think 
we were trying to warn the 
lieutenant), the squirted 
stream began to flow all over 
the shiny corfam shoes and 
razor-sharp creased lower 
legs of the lieutenant’s pants! 
He was absolutely flabber-
gasted, and for the first and 
only time I ever saw, he was 
speechless as well. He got into 
his car, went southbound on 
2nd Street, and I don’t think 
I ever saw that lieutenant in 
the Deuce again.

Working the Deuce in 1937, As Told to Me by  
Joe Valenzuela

There was no police academy back in 1937, so on his first day, Joe 
Valenzuela was assigned to a training officer. Joe doesn’t remember 
his very first training officer’s name. He had several, and one of 
them was John Hicks Sr., who was responsible for making sure Joe 
learned all the rules and regulations. Joe was pretty sharp #6832 and 
went solo right away. Back in those early days, new officers were 
given a uniform and gun and trusted to act properly and work alone 
without constant oversight from their training officer. 

John Hicks went on vacation right after being assigned to Joe, 
so Joe had to fend for himself for a while and learn by trial and 
error. While on vacation, John was drinking at a bar in Glendale 
when he became involved in a fight. John was killed when he was 
stabbed in the heart with an icepick. Needless to say, John never 
completed training Joe. Joe went on without John’s leadership and 
began observing the older, more experienced officers, asking them 
questions when he didn’t know how to handle particular situations. 
Joe stayed in patrol for about five or six years. He usually drove 
a 1934 or 1935 Ford or Studebaker when working his beat. Joe 
remembers his first police cars had a radio that only received and 
did not transmit.

Joe worked the downtown walking beat quite often. He would 
frequently work the area known then as the Deuce or Paris Alley. 
One day, while driving the paddy wagon, Joe and his partner ar-
rived at 2nd Avenue and Jefferson, just in time to save Officer Ed 
Langevin, who was being beaten severely by a bad guy. They pulled 
the man off of Ed and took him into custody after a short struggle. 
The assailant came out with a few bruises. Joe remembers that he 
carried a billy club while on patrol and may have used it. Back then, 
some officers carried brass knuckles or a sap, but Joe did not.

Buy Your Lids in the Deuce, As Told to Me by 
Manny Quinonez

With Christmas break 1958 over with, rookie Manny Quinonez 
returned to duty. Now, after just completing his academy training, 
he had to begin his patrol training. Manny remembers meeting his 
training officer, Scott Chestnut. Scott was driving his 1955 Chevrolet 
patrol car. Manny couldn’t wait to drive this beast of a car, but 
unforeseen circumstances would cause Manny to discontinue his 
training for an important undercover assignment. 

The Department wanted Manny to go undercover in the Deuce 
and buy marijuana. In 1958, Phoenix was a much smaller town, and 
it wouldn’t take long for the criminals to meet all the new officers. 
Manny was chosen for this 
job because of his anonymity. 
Manny was using his ethnic-
ity, his youthful appearance 
and his anonymity to help 
him go into the Deuce and 
Paris Alley and start buying 
marijuana from the dealers 
operating all over the down-
town area. 

Manny put away his bright 
and shiny uniform and put on 
his old dirty work clothes. His 
first day at his new job saw him 
receiving training from veteran 

Retirees
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narcotics detectives like Earl Irving and Roy Murray on how to buy 
marijuana. Manny had to learn the language and mannerisms of a drug 
user. He was told that marijuana was usually purchased in a Prince 
Albert tobacco tin, also known as a “lid.” A lid of marijuana usually sold 
for $10. Manny was instructed never to pay more than $10 for a lid.

The Department didn’t have an unmarked car for Manny to drive, 
so he drove his personal vehicle — a 1954 Ford — to the Deuce and 
parked it on the east side of Second Street near the La Amapola Bar. 
Manny didn’t know what to do with his duty weapon, so he hid it 
under the seat of his car before going into the very sleazy “Mexican 
only” bar. Manny’s ethnicity and youthful appearance allowed him 
easy access, and he could see drug dealing as soon as he walked 
inside. The bar didn’t skip a beat as he walked in, unlike if walking 
beat officers Fred Green or Lyle Hoffman had walked in; the roaches 
would scatter and everything would come to a well-rehearsed stop. 

Manny knew he would need someone to introduce him to buy 
marijuana. He approached a very young Hispanic male named Er-
nesto Miranda. He gave Ernesto the high sign, indicating he wanted 
to buy some yesca. Ernesto gave Manny the high sign back and then 
pointed to notorious bad guy Frank Cota. Frank Cota and Manny 
then went into the restroom, with nobody speaking a word to each 
other. Frank handed Manny the lid, and Manny gave him the $10. 
Manny didn’t want to hang around any longer than he needed to; 
he was somewhat nervous having just made his first undercover 
buy, so he quickly returned to his car.

Manny moved his car to another area just south and started 
writing his report as it was still fresh on his mind. Detectives 
would later show Manny a picture of Frank Cota, whom he quickly 
identified as the dealer. Three days later, Manny returned to the bar 
and the same people were inside doing their thing. Manny again 
gave his high signs and was introduced to Frank Valenzuela. They 
went into the restroom again, not saying a word, and exchanged 
Prince Albert for a $10 bill, no problems.

Manny’s short stint undercover only lasted one week. He man-
aged to purchase two lids of marijuana. He made cases on Frank 
Cota and Frank Valenzuela. Shortly afterward, Officer Andy Ohms 
arrested both Cota and Valenzuela for a drug-related murder. 

(Note: After being paroled in 1976, Ernesto Miranda returned 
to the La Amapola Bar, where on January 31 he was involved in 
an argument with another bar patron, who stabbed him to death.)

The Morrison Hotel
While still working Beat #1, Manny Quinonez was sent to the 

Morrison Hotel — which was located on Central Avenue just south 
of Jefferson Street — on a welfare check call. When he arrived, he 
contacted the hotel owner, who was quite upset because he couldn’t 
find the hotel clerk. The cash register was found open and the owner 
was so scared he didn’t know what to do, so he called the police and 
stayed by the register. Manny arrived quickly and asked him if he had 
any empty rooms. The owner replied, “Yes, one room.” Manny was told 
to go to the end of the hallway and he’d find the empty room. 

Manny located the room and cautiously went inside. He peeked inside 
as he opened the door and could clearly see a male slumped over a folding 
chair with his hands behind his back. Manny got closer and could see 
cigarette burns on the man’s face. He was dead and had obviously been 
tortured. Manny slowly backed away, exiting the room. He secured the 
scene and used the hotel phone to call police radio. Officer Bill Moore was 
the dispatcher that particular evening. Manny got Bill on the phone and 
said, “That call you just sent me on…” “Yeah,” Bill said. Manny continued 
in a high-pitched squeaking voice, “It’s a murder!” Bill couldn’t understand 
Manny and asked him, “What’s the matter?” Manny tried to calm himself 
down, paused, then stated again in a squeaky crackling voice, “Get the 
homicide people out here!” Homicide Lieutenant Seymore Nealis and 
Sergeant Gus Oviedo Sr. came out on the call.

A Bad Day for a War Hero, As Told to Me by 
Gordon Selby

One day, Officer Gordon Selby had a brush with World War II 
Marine/celebrity and Arizona Native American, Ira Hayes. Ira is 
well remembered for his part in placing the American flag in the 
ground on Mount Suribachi on the island of Iwo Jima.    

In the 1950s, Ira Hayes was known to frequent some of the local 
Phoenix bars and saloons in the Deuce. Ira’s favorite bar was the El 
Paso Bar. Gordon and Officer Fred Nichols were riding together in 
the Deuce when they had a run-in with Ira. Ira was not a person 
they frequently had trouble with, but on this particular day, Ira had 
been drinking very heavily and, in those days, bartenders did not cut 
people off like they do now. Ira got out of control, and the bartender 
called police for help. Gordon and Fred arrived quickly and located 
Ira. When they learned what was up from the bartender, Ira was 
taken into custody for drunk and disorderly without any problem. 

He was not handcuffed, since he was initially behaving himself. 
He was taken to the Phoenix police jail, which was located on the top 
floor of police headquarters. Gordon Selby placed Ira into the very 
small jail elevator, and the door closed behind them. The elevator 
was barely lit by a small light for the trip up to the top floor. Upon 
arrival at the top floor, the light went out and the door opened to the 
radio room. It was at this time that Ira decided he was going to fight 
Gordon rather than walk in compliantly. He called Gordon by name 
and then began Gordon’s very first fist fight in the historic elevator. 
Gordon said he does not remember what exactly took place other 
than when the fight was over, both men walked into the jail together.

So, there you have it, just a minor sampling of Phoenix police 
officer stories about the Deuce and Paris Alley. I save all the stories 
I’m told and will continue to update my file with more stories in the 
future. Please keep them coming. PLEA
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TRAINING & CLASSES

Please check Training and Classes in 
the Members Only section of the PLEA 
website for information on upcoming 

seminar dates and discounts.

JOHN REID

March 10–13  
Investigative 

Interviewing and 
Advanced Interrogation 

Phoenix, AZ

CONGRATULATIONS
to the following PLEA members who won  
the November/December 2019 contests:

Hidden Symbol 
Contest ($250)

Randi Buvala

Serial # Contest ($50)
Kathleen Aboussafy

Colton Black

Jonathan Scott

Nizhoon Swartz

Jim Toland

Our law firm has a well-earned 
reputation for providing aggressive, 
high quality representation.

Specializing In:
• Wrongful Death
• Personal Injury
• Public Sector Employment
• Private Sector Employment
• Administrative Law

The Law Offices of

NAPIER, COURY & BAILLIE, P.C.

2525 E Arizona Biltmore Circle, Suite 135 • Phoenix, AZ 85016 • 602-248-9107
www.napierlawfirm.com

EXPERIENCED ATTORNEYS, 
EXPECT RESULTS.

CALL TODAY FOR A CONSULTATION

CALIBRE PRESS

January 21–22 
How to Predict Violence  
and Influence Outcomes 

Phoenix, AZ 

February 24 
Advanced Tactics  

for Patrol 
Tempe, AZ

April 22  
Female Enforcers 

Tempe, AZ
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PHOENIX POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS FALLEN IN THE LINE OF DUTY

FALLEN HEROES

EOW:  
Thursday, February 5, 1925

Officer Burch was shot by 
two fugitives who were 
attempting to siphon gaso-
line from a car. He died the 
following day, becoming the 
first Phoenix police officer 
killed in the line of duty.

Officer  
Haze Burch

EOW: 
Monday, February 22, 1976 

Police Guard MacInnis died 
of a heart attack while in foot 
pursuit of a suspect at Sky 
Harbor International Airport. 
He had been a police guard for 
nine years. 

Police Guard  
John F. MacInnis

EOW: 
Wednesday, January 1, 1986

K-9 Yeager died when he 
jumped off a second-floor 
landing during a training 
exercise and fractured his 
spine.

K-9 
Yeager

EOW: 
Friday, January 3, 1997

Officer Smith was killed in 
an off-duty vehicle accident 
while en route to his shift. 
He had been an officer on the 
Department for more than 
six years. 

Officer  
Scott Smith

EOW: 
Tuesday, February 19, 1952

Motor Officer Stewart was 
killed when a truck turned in 
front of his police motorcycle 
and he swerved to avoid a 
collision and crashed. Soon 
after this accident, all Phoenix 
motorcycle officers were 
required to wear helmets 
while on duty. 

Officer  
Walter H. Stewart

EOW: 
Wednesday, January 8, 1986

Officer Fike was shot and 
killed at point-blank range 
as he stood beside his patrol 
car. A 10-year veteran of the 
Department, Officer Fike was 
Squaw Peak Precinct’s Officer 
of the Year in 1982. 

EOW: 
Sunday, January 29, 1984 

Officer Campbell was killed 
when his patrol car skidded 
out of control and collided 
with another vehicle while he 
was in pursuit of a speeding 
motorcycle. Officer Campbell 
had been a member of the 
Phoenix Police Department for 
three years.

Officer  
Robert T. Fike

Officer  
Kenneth E. Campbell
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